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And Christ became a human being and lived here 
on earth among us and was full of loving forgive-
ness and truth. And some of us have seen his glory 
— the glory of the only Son of the heavenly Father! 
John 1:14 




Spiritual Emphasis Week 
October 28-November 2 
Pastor Ron Lofthouse of the Wainfleet 
Brethren in Christ Church was the 
evangelist for the Spiritual Emphasis 
Week. Students, faculty and staff ex-
pressed the feeling that his messages were 
basic to campus needs. We praise the Lord 
for the way He ministered to so many 
through Brother Lofthouse. 
New Construction on Campus 
Friday, November 2, the bulldozer ex-
cavated the basement for a new Ad-
ministration building for Niagara Chris-
tian College. This building will provide 
expanded office space, a teachers' room, a 
board room, and a basement which will be 
left open for various uses. The addition of 
this building to campus will enable present 
office space in the original administration 
building to be used as dormitory rooms. 
Completion date is expected early in the 
new year with a view to having it ready for 
occupancy when Niagara Christian 
College hosts General Conference next 
summer. 
Homecoming 1973 
On November 10, 1973, approximately 
150 alumni and friends gathered for the 
Homecoming. Following a smorgasbord 
provided by the NCC Ladies Auxiliary, 
the program presented by students and 
alumni, proved to be both inspirational 
and entertaining. The traditional athletic 
events were enjoyed by all as NCC showed 
their strength on the hockey rink but lost 
to the alumni basketball squad. 
MESSIAH COLLEGE 
Intensive Term Scheduled 
The second January Term begins on 
January 8, 1974. This three-week term and 
the twelve-week Spring Term, together, 
comprise the second semester. Both 
regularly catalogued and innovative, non-
catalogued courses are offered. Students 
concentrate on one course for the term. 
Early Childhood Education Workshop, 
offering one credit, is one course not open 
to regular students, but to people in the 
community desiring a refresher course in 
methods and materials in early childhood 
education. A week-long course, it will be 
offered twice. 
Boyer Speaks to Messiah Trustees 
Dr. Ernest L. Boyer, chancellor, State 
University of New York, returned to his 
Alma Mater on October 11 to address a 
meeting of the Board of Trustees and 
Associates. 
Dr. Boyer stressed the importance of the 
small, private college as an academic 
complement of the large public university. 
Rather than seeing these institutions in 
competition, he sees them as providing 
additional options and a broader range of 
learning experiences. Each has advantages 
which it needs to pursue, rather than 
seeking for advantage at the expense of the 
other, he said. 
He part icularly commended the 
Messiah College program for its spirit of 
community, diversity of curriculum, and 
its potential for shaping life convictions. 
He spoke with appreciation for the unique 
venture in higher education which the 
Philadelphia campus represents. 
Dr. Boyer is an alumnus of the college 
and a member of its Board of Trustees. 
Christian Author Speaks 
Corrie ten Boom, author of The Hiding 
Place, spoke to a capacity audience of 
college and community admirers on 
November 19. 
Miss ten Boom brought a message of 
challenge to renewed faith, with allusions 
to her World War II experiences in con-
centration camp as related in her book. 
The popularity of her book was attested 
to by the number of people who crowded 
into the church to hear her, some going to 
the basement to view the service via closed 
circuit television. 
Dr. Robert Ives, college pastor, was in 
charge of the service. 
Messiah Hosts NCCAA Tournament 
Messiah College Falcons hosted and 
participated in the National Christian 
College Athletic Association Soccer Tour-
nament on November 9 and 10, after a 
successful (8-3-3) season of play. In the 
tournament Messiah came in fourth, after 
the first-place Northeastern team, Grace, 
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Evangelical Visitor 
Editorial 
Jesus on Renewal 
\X7HEN I came to the pastorate — a bit over twenty 
*" years ago — the church was functioning under the 
district form of church structure. Each district was 
responsible for its own administrative budget. One of the 
districts with which I was acquainted raised its ad-
ministrative budget by means of an assessment. 
This was not a per member assessment but a "worth" 
assessment. Now, no one, as far as I know, went to each 
member asking him of his financial worth. Rather a small 
percentage levy was made and each member was expected 
to remit on the basis of his knowledge of his own net 
worth. In the Brethren in Christ culture of past generations 
this usually meant "houses and lands." 
In the course of my contacts I learned that this district, 
that had long used this method of raising its budget, was 
finding it increasingly difficult to do so. After appeals and 
notices failed to relieve the situation the leadership of the 
district came to the conclusion that a method which had 
served past generations very well was no longer func-
tioning effectively. Property was no longer the only 
evidence of a person's wealth or of his ability to pay. An 
increasing number of members, with little or no property, 
had good incomes. The property which they did own was, 
in many cases, not income producing. As a result the 
ability to give was not directly related to property held. 
Through the property assessment method, many who 
would have been able to give, were not being challenged to 
share in this part of the church's life! 
We refer to all of this to point out that changes in the 
economic and financial pattern of the members must be 
reflected in the stewardship patterns of the church. A case 
in point is the present trend towards deferred giving. This 
method makes it possible to give from one's savings or 
one's holdings and yet have needed income for retirement 
years. This permits the expression of one's generosity and 
compassion while at the same time making provision for 
one's future. Not an insignificant factor in all of this is the 
government's encouragement of this type of giving by 
making tax provisions for it. 
It is the awareness of this trend and this opportunity in 
Christian stewardship that has resulted in the establishing 
by the denomination of a foundation to receive, hold, 
invest and distribute such gifts. An official release and a 
short article is included in this issue of the Visitor (see page 
eleven). 
It is not the purpose of this editorial to duplicate the 
information given in the article referred to. But we do want 
to point up this very significant move on the part of the 
church. 
It should result in increased deferred giving by members 
of the church. It should open to the receiving of deferred 
gifts areas of church life which because of their size have 
not been in a position to solicit or handle gifts of this kind. 
It will permit the giving of property as well as cash with the 
accompanying benefits. It will enable the Director of 
Stewardship to encourage and counsel deferred giving and 
to receive these gifts knowing that they will be handled 
with integrity both for the donor and the recipient. 
As a denomination we are beginning to sense the truth 
of the words of Jesus when he said that where a man's 
treasure is, there his heart will be also. We have long 
believed that when a person's heart is touched his pocket-
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book is opened. We have been slow to learn that when a 
man's pocketbook is opened his heart is touched. (Is not 
that what Jesus said?) 
The truth of Jesus' statement is being demonstrated 
right in our midst time and time again as Rev. A. C. 
Burkholder, our Director of Stewardship, shares with 
congregations in stewardship and fund-raising experiences. 
Some of us have been privileged to hear Brother 
Burkholder share the experiences of spiritual renewal and 
revival which accompany these fund-raising efforts. We 
have remarked, partly facetiously and partly sincerely, 
that the modern way to have a revival is to have Brother 
Burkholder come to a congregation for a fund-raising 
effort. 
If we would take Jesus' observation more seriously we 
would not be so facetious in our remarks about fund-
raising and revival. The desire to have and to hold 
possessions lies deep within most of our lives. When God 
gets that deep and gets our possessions a part of us goes 
along. 
It may be going a little too far to assume that the Jacob 
Engle Foundation will bring spiritual renewal to the 
Brethren in Christ Church. But if the words of Jesus about 
our treasure and our heart are taken seriously then the 
possibility does not seem quite so farfetched. Z 
The Leaky Roof 
A LETTER was recently sent to pastors and Sunday 
school superintendents by the denomination's 
publisher, Erwin Thomas. This letter was mailed to inform 
the church that the material in the Word of Light 
Curriculum at the adult and senior high levels for the 
March-April-May quarter is devoted to a denominational 
concern and is entitled The Ministry of Reconciliation. 
Although the area of reconciliation covered in the 
quarter's material is broad it does focus on the doctrine 
and practice of nonresistance. The approach to the subject 
is strongly biblical. It is written within the doctrinal 
framework of the denomination (see Article XVIII, 
Manual of Doctrine and Government). 
There are intimations at times that the doctrine of 
nonresistance is, if not foreign to Brethren in Christ belief, 
at least peripheral. One cannot know the history of the 
denomination or its present official position and hold to 
the "foreigness" of the doctrine. It is a significant element 
in the faith and life of the denomination. The peripheral 
nature of the doctrine will come under scrutiny during the 
March-April-May quarter. 
The study of nonresistance — especially as it relates to 
military service — may be a bit like the proverbial fixing of 
the leaky roof. When it is not raining it does not leak and 
when it is raining it cannot be fixed. In times of peace and 
in the absence of the draft there is the temptation to see the 
subject as irrelevant. On the other hand when military 
service is a live issue feelings are strong and it is difficult to 
look at the subject with the objectivity it requires. 
Just as fair weather is the time to repair the roof so a 
time of relative peace is an appropriate time to examine 
the teachings of Christ as they relate to nonresistant love, 
especially as it relates to the Christian's attitude toward 
war. 
The subject matter is dealt with from a biblical stand-
point. Very adequate teachers' helps have been provided. 
The material and the subject matter offer the opportunity 
for a very profitable quarter of study by adults and senior 
highs. 
We commend The Ministry of Reconciliation to all of 
our Sunday schools. Z 
Samuel M. Zwemer 
lite Dlxisteixj ok oetltleltem 
"IX7TTHIN the covers of a small pocket Testament is 
v hidden and disclosed the greatest mystery of the ages. 
The two foci of the great ellipse of Christian teaching are 
the Incarnation and the Atonement, the manger and the 
cross. And we can never understand what took place on 
Calvary or at the empty tomb unless we know who it was 
that was born in Bethlehem 19 centuries ago. 
"At Bethlehem," said Leo the Great, "two natures met 
together in one Redeemer. Nothing is wanting in either; 
entire majesty and entire littleness; His the infirmity whose 
is the power. The selfsame person is both capable and 
conqueror of death. God knit Himself to manhood in pity 
and in power; either nature was in the other; and yet 
neither in the other lost its own property." 
What a rebuke such a magnificent ancient theological 
statement is to the frivolous and superficial words we often 
use at Advent season when we speak of a merry Christ-
mas! 
The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us at 
Bethlehem, and ever since those who believe that the Word 
was God have seen this glory, a glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 
Read again those early chapters in Matthew and Luke 
and John, and then read Paul's interpretation of them in 
Colossians the first chapter. Then your Christmas joy will 
be deeper and fuller, for great is the mystery of the 
Incarnation. The central figure in the story of Bethlehem is 
not Joseph or Mary or the shepherds or the angels or the 
Magi — but the Holy Child. 
" / cannot tell why He whom angels worship 
Should set His love upon the sons of men, 
Or why as Shepherd He should seek the wanderers 
And bring them back, I know not how or when. 
But this I know, that He was born of Mary, 
When Bethlehem's stable was His only home, 
And that at Nazareth He lived and labored, 
And so the Saviour, Saviour of the world, is come." 
The oldest Christmas carols join together the manger 
and the cross in their exuberant joy. They see it even in the 
holly leaves that deck the festival: 
Samuel Zwemer (1867-1952) is widely known for his mission work 
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of nearly fifty volumes published in English as well as a number in 
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"The holly bears a blossom 
A nd Mary bore sweet Jesus 
As white as lily-flower, 
To be our sweet Saviour. 
The holly bears a berry 
As red as any blood, 
And Mary bore sweet Jesus 
To do poor sinners good." 
God's love manifested at the Advent was dying love, and 
we lose all the meaning of Christmas if we fail to realize 
that God loved us enough to send His Son to be our 
Redeemer on the cross. The star and the cross go together. 
Do not separate them. The Incarnation was necessary to 
redemption. Even aged Simeon knew a little of it when he 
said to Mary, "A sword shall pierce through thy own soul 
also." And Mary understood the mystery of her Son's 
birth better at Calvary than at Bethlehem. Our merry 
Christmas needs that note to make it a holy Christmas. 
Then we shall have peace in our hearts and good will to 
men — the peace of God's Son, the Prince of Peace. 
" / cannot tell how patiently He suffered 
When with His peace He graced this place of tears, 
Or how upon the cross His heart was broken, 
The crown of pain to three and thirty years. 
But this I know, He heals the brokenhearted. 
And stays their sins, and calms their lurking fear, 
And lifts the burden from the heavy-laden. 
And so the Saviour, Saviour of the world is here." 
In a sense never imagined by those who read the four 
Gospels, Jesus Christ has become the Saviour of the world. 
The prophecy of the angels has been fulfilled. The joy has 
reached to all peoples; and the story of the Nativity can 
now be read in over a thousand languages; and yet there 
are hundreds of tongues that have not yet spoken the 
message, and those who sit in darkness are still waiting for 
the light of the star that shone over the manger. 
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Look at Me, 
Please Look at Me 
Dorothy Clark 
STUBBY FINGERS gripped the Bible inches away from the man's thick glasses. Although he read well 
enough, it was obvious he read without understanding. His 
speech was slow, labored, and lacking in normal voice 
inflection. 
What's the point of all this? I asked myself, looking 
around the room. 
Suddenly I shuddered as something heavy began pound-
ing. Thud . . . thud . . . thud! There on the stage, a large 
boy lay flat on his stomach, his feet and legs rising and 
falling like an enormous pendulum. Thud . . . thud . . . 
As if in accompaniment, chairs scraped against the 
floor, voices called indistinguishable words, restless people 
moved about the room, and an eerie howling intermittent-
ly pierced the air. 
"And this is supposed to be a Christian education 
class!" I muttered. 
As the man's voice droned on, barely audible now above 
the increasing racket, I wondered how I got into this mess. 
Actually, the process had taken almost two years. During 
that time Margaret, a friend, had invited me to visit this 
class for the retarded many times. I resisted from the 
beginning. From the beginning, she persisted. Then early 
that week, she called — not with another invitation — but 
this time, with an ultimatum: "Dorothy, you're coming 
this once to get me off your back!" We were both surprised 
when I suddenly agreed. 
Now, there I sat in the front row, in no way prepared for 
this experience. In the first place, Margaret always 
referred to these people as "children." What a shock it was 
to discover she was referring to a physical age span of four 
to sixty-seven years and a mental age span of eighteen 
months to eleven years. Then, too, she had somehow 
forgotten to mention that many of the "children" were 
also physically handicapped. 
As the service progressed, I retreated further and further 
within myself, less and less able to keep in focus. My only 
point of contact was a young man sitting next to me; when 
he stood I stood; when he sat I sat; and when he sang I 
hummed. The rest of the time I wrestled with an irresisti-
ble urge to bolt from the room. 
This article is from a book of the same title soon to be released by David 
C. Cook Co. It is a collection of true incidents in the ministry of the 
author which she carries on in the San Francisco Bay area. 
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The service finally ended but the noise didn't. As if 
marking cadence, the thudding from the stage continued 
while thirty children filed from the worship center to 
several class areas within the large room. I watched and 
waited, purposely holding back. The boys' class I was 
assigned to formed a circle with their chairs. When they 
were seated, I carefully placed my chair on the perimeter 
— close enough to observe but not close enough to be 
included. The boys were quick to remedy my error. They 
simply enlarged the circle to include me. 
Thanks a lot, I thought, that's all I need! 
When a volunteer introduced me as a visitor, nine pairs 
of eyes turned in my direction. What do they see, I 
wondered — my fear, pity or just a nervous smile? I began 
to relax when class activities drew their attention away 
from me. To my surprise the boys' conversation was 
enthusiastic and happy. After a short interlude, the 
volunteer's voice cut through the pleasant commotion, 
"Now we'll have our thank-you prayer time." 
Suddenly I was in sharp focus for the first time that 
afternoon. Dear Lord, I thought, this is too much! What 
do they have to be thankful for? In that moment of 
concern for the children, rather than myself, I realized I 
had been thinking only of my feelings, my fear, my 
inability to share myself. "Lord, forgive me," I whispered. 
As if in answer to my plea, the boys prayed around the 
circle — each in his own way thanking God for me! Hank, 
the young man who sat next to me earlier, closed, "Please, 
God, send Dorothy back." 
The prayer time over, the nine pairs of eyes were fixed 
again on me. As each child searched my face, he seemed to 
be asking, Will she look at me? Really at me? Please, let 
her look at me! Hank reached out and gently touched my 
hand. Then I did look at him — really looked at him — 
and I saw the son that could have been mine! 
Ever since our little damaged son was born prematurely 
many years before, my husband and I seldom spoke of 
him. He was not the first child my body rejected too soon 
to live. After miraculously recovering from what doctors 
called "terminal cancer," I had several miscarriages. With 
each tiny life lost, I became more rebellious and deter-
mined to have my own way. 
Over the years, the scars from the cancer healed. But the 
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wound caused by my despair at never bearing a child did 
not. It was a wound I would not allow even the Lord to 
deal with. 
Now, as I looked at Hank, I wondered, Is God showing 
me that His will, though difficult, was best? Oh, Margaret, 
I dismayed, without knowing it you've forced me to look 
at a part of my life that was buried long ago. 
Later, at home again, I stretched out on the carpet 
before the fireplace. I watched the flames skip across the 
logs and burst into color. My mind kept returning to that 
moment when Hank prayed, "Please, God, send Dorothy 
back!" "Please, God," I prayed, "don't send me back!" 
The next morning, determined not to let my mind dwell 
on my experiences of the previous day, I got ready to 
attend my weekly Bible class. I looked forward to hearing 
Miss A. Wetherell Johnson, founder of Bible Study 
Fellowship, whose faith drew me week after week. 
This day I found my usual place in a front pew. When 
the opening hymn and prayer were concluded, I glanced up 
expectantly as Miss Johnson stepped to the podium. She 
placed her notes before her. Then without comment, she 
leaned forward, her eyes intently searching each face. 
Finally, in a clear voice she asked, "Lady, what are you 
doing for the Lord?" Suddenly all the other women 
vanished into the woodwork. She was speaking only to me! 
There were just three of us — Miss Johnson, my Lord, and 
me. 
Although she had already had a great impact on my life, 
her message that day set my mind and soul on fire. She 
spoke of serving the Lord in such exciting and challenging 
terms, I found myself promising God I would do His work. 
All He needed to do was show me what He wanted, and I 
would do it! 
Spiritually filled to overflowing, I arrived home several 
hours later to a ringing telephone. "Dorothy, this is 
Margaret," my friend explained. "Our teacher has left 
unexpectedly. Would you consider teaching next week's 
lesson?" After a long pause, she continued, "Dorothy, are 
you there?" 
"Yes, I'm here," I answered, "and NO I can't teach 
your handicapped class! Margaret, you promised, if I 
visited that one time, you'd get off my back." 
"I know," she interrupted, "but I didn't count on 
being without a teacher so suddenly. Please pray about it." 
And with that she hung up. 
I knelt by my bed, angry and confused. "Lord," I 
poured out my heart, "please, I'll do anything else — but 
not this." All at once my promise of that morning came 
back to haunt me. "Okay, Lord," I sighed. "If you want 
me to, I'll teach this one time. But if You want me to do 
anything more with these children, You'll have to show me 
in a way I can understand — without question or doubt!" 
The next week arrived too soon, and with it the dreaded 
day. I was nervous and apprehensive as I entered the 
church hall. My worst fears were realized immediately. 
The children were in a state of noisy excitement. From the 
stage came the familiar thud . . . thud . . . thud of the week 
before. As I sat down, I overheard two volunteers 
discussing the young man responsible for the constant 
thudding. It seemed he had been lying spread-eagle, 
engaged in his favorite pastime since the program first 
began. Oh, no, I thought, that would be over two years! 
Nothing they attempted, had proved successful in getting 
him off the stage. Great, I thought! 
When the worship service began that day, I sat with 
hands folded to control the shaking. Soon it was time for 
the lesson. I rose and walked to the microphone. Thud . . . 
thud . . . thud . . . matched my steps. How can I teach, I 
moaned, silently, with that going on to distract me? Lord, 
help me! 
Nonchalantly I rolled the large blackboard across the 
floor until it blocked the view of the lone, prone kicker on 
stage. Now he was out of the class' sight and the class was 
out of his sight. Almost at once the rhythm of his kicking 
changed noticeably. As I turned to face the group, the 
noise level seemed to rise higher. 
Surveying the chaotic scene before me, I put it again to 
the Lord. "You're going to have to do it all, Lord. In the 
first place, I don't have anything to give — nothing that 
would really make a difference in their lives. And even if I 
did, they'd never hear it above all this racket. You led me 
into this situation, Lord. If You want me to proceed, 
please bring quiet to this room — somehow, someway!" 
Then, bowing my head, I prayed aloud, "Dear Lord, we 
claim Your promise that where two or three are gathered 
together in Your name, there You will be also. Thank you, 
Lord. Amen." 
As I concluded there was a shuffling sound behind me. 
Someone was descending the stairs from the stage. I dared 
not turn to look. Slowly the large boy came into my 
peripheral vision, then proceeded to cross in front of me to 
a vacant chair in the front row. He sat down, folded his 
hands in his lap, and began to rock to and fro. 
I was so engrossed in his historic exodus that I failed to 
notice that a sudden stillness encompassed the room. 
Slowly it dawned on me — no scraping of chairs, no people 
wandering about, no voices calling, and no eerie howling. 
Every child was giving me his full attention! 
God had answered my prayers for direction and help 
beyond anything I could have anticipated. As I stood 
looking into the eagerly waiting faces, I found myself 
wanting to shout, "Look at me — and I'll look at you! 
Look at me — we'll love each other! Please — I'll never 
turn away again! Look at me — I have something 
wonderful to share! It is love, God's abundant love!" 
That was ten years ago. In the intervening years, I have 
not seen twisted bodies healed or damaged minds restored. 
But I have seen far greater miracles — peace replacing 
fear, faith replacing frustration, hope replacing despair, 
and love replacing loneliness. 
Does a crippled mind and misshapen body render one 
incapable of experiencing the love of God? Can one so 
handicapped claim the assurance of a Heavenly Father 
who cares about him personally? 
We believe that whenever communication is possible, 
even the more severely retarded can be helped to know 
God. The way may be long and discouraging with little or 
no evidence of progress. The teacher or parent may reach 
the depths of his own faith and still feel he has not 
succeeded. That of course is the point — he cannot. Only 
God can make Himself a reality. We need only to be His 
faithful tools, depending confidently on His infinite power. 
Romans 12:3 states that it is God Himself who assigns 
each measure of faith. Surely then He will make provision 
for those who need Him so. 
Because they are not shackled by tradition, ritual, or 
dogma, the retarded can enjoy the simplest, most basic 
kind of faith. When a middle-aged man with a child's 
mentality was asked what he had learned in church that 
week, he replied unhesitatingly, "God loves me!" This is 
the foundation of the Gospel message. 
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Religious News 
A Prophetic Call 
Evangelicals and Social Concerns 
Fifty evangelical Christian leaders from 
a wide variety of backgrounds from all 
parts of the country met in Chicago over 
the Thanksgiving weekend to explore the 
importance of social concern for contem-
porary biblical faith. After three days of 
lively debate and prayer, they adopted a 
major document in which they stated their 
conviction that biblical faith and social 
concern are inseparable. Signers of the 
document, "A Declaration of Evangelical 
Social Concern," (see below) included 
such prominent evangelical leaders as Carl 
F. H. Henry, former editor of Christianity 
Today, Frank Gaebelein, Headmaster 
Emeritus of The Stonybrook School, and 
Paul Rees, Vice-President-at-Large of 
World Vision. 
In the course of the three day workshop, 
significant racial, denominational and 
generational gaps were overcome. Black 
perspectives on the issues of social change 
introduced by persons such as William 
Bentley, President of the National Black 
Evangelical Association, and Clarence 
Hilliard of Chicago's innovative Circle 
Church helped the other participants over-
come a purely white outlook. Members of 
Southern Baptist and Episcopal, Men-
nonite and Reformed, Lutheran and 
Pentecostal traditions kept the document 
free of denominational bias. Older leaders 
such as Henry, Gaebelein and Rees dis-
covered significant agreement with 
younger men and women such as Jim 
Wallis, editor of the Post-American, 
Eunice Schatz, Director of the Urban Life 
Center in Chicago, and John Alexander, 
editor of The Other Side. 
In his opening address, William Pannell, 
black evangelist and Vice President of 
Tom Skinner Associates, challenged 
evangelicals to emphasize social sins and 
institutionalized evils as vigorously as per-
sonal sins. Evangelicals, he suggested, have 
a great opportunity to illuminate the 
problem of human nature from a biblical 
standpoint and provide a more solid foun-
dation for social action in the seventies. He 
called on evangelicals to flesh out the new 
creationthat Paul says comes in Christ by 
living the fact that conversion is in-
separable from a discipleship which 
ministers to the poor and oppressed. 
In their Declaration, the participants 
confessed their involvement as evangelicals 
in individual and institutional racism. 
They insisted that biblical repentance is 
inseparable from a Christian discipleship 
that confronts the social and political 
injustice of America. They confessed their 
involvement in an affluent society which 
exploits the poor here and abroad. And 
they pledged to rethink their lifestyle and 
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work for a more just distribution of the 
world's resources. They concluded with the 
reminder that the Declaration does not 
constitute a new gospel or an endorsement 
of any political ideology or party, but 
rather a reaffirmation of the Bible's Good 
News for the whole man. 
The participants devoted considerable 
discussion to a number of action proposals 
concerned with implementing the prin-
ciples of the Declaration. The enthusiasm 
of the participants and consensus on the 
importance of biblical social concern for 
contemporary evangelicals led to the deci-
sion to meet again next year. Next year's 
workshop will focus on further work on 
concrete proposals for action and the 
sharing of the many programs of social 
action in which evangelicals are already 
involved. 
This workshop and the resulting 
Declaration indicate that serious commit-
ment to biblical social concern is growing 
rapidly among evangelicals. 
The Chicago Declaration 
As evangelical Christians committed to the Lord Jesus Christ and the full 
authority of the Word of God, we affirm that God lays total claim upon the lives 
of His people. We cannot, therefore, spearate our lives in Christ from the 
situation in which God has placed us in the United States and the world. 
We confess that we have not acknowledged the complete claims of God on 
our lives. 
We acknowledge that God requires love. But we have not demonstrated the 
love of God to those suffering social abuses. 
We acknowledge that God requires justice. But we have not proclaimed or 
demonstrated His justice to an unjust American society. Although the Lord 
calls us to defend the social and economic rights of the poor and the 
oppressed, we have mostly remained silent. We deplore the historic involve-
ment of the church in America with racism and the conspicuous responsibility 
of the evangelical community for perpetuating the personal attitudes and 
institutional structures that have divided the body of Christ along color lines. 
Further, we have failed to condemn the exploitation of racism at home and 
abroad by our economic system. 
We affirm that God abounds in mercy and that He forgives all who repent and 
turn from their sins. So we call our fellow evangelical Christians to 
demonstrate repentance in a Christian discipleship that confronts the social 
and political injustice of our nation. 
We must attack the materialism of our culture and the maldistribution of the 
nation's wealth and services. We recognize that as a nation we play a crucial 
role in the imbalance and injustice of international trade and development. 
Before God and a billion hungry neighbors, we must rethink our values 
regarding our present standard of living and promote more just acquisition 
and distribution of the world's resources. 
We acknowledge our Christian responsibilities of citizenship. Therefore, we 
must challenge the misplaced trust of the nation in economic and military 
might — a proud trust that promotes a national pathology of war and violence 
which victimizes our neighbors at home and abroad. We must resist the 
temptation to make the nation and its institutions objects of near-religious 
loyalty. 
We acknowledge that we have encouraged men to prideful domination and 
women to irresponsible passivity. So we call both men and women to mutual 
submission and active discipleship. 
We proclaim no new gospel, but the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ who, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, frees people from sin so that they might 
praise God through works of righteousness. 
By this declaration, we endorse no political ideology or party, but call our 
nation's leaders and people to that righteousness which exalts a nation. 
We make this declaration in the biblical hope that Christ is coming to 
consummate the Kingdom and we accept His claim on our total discipleship 
till He comes. 
Missions 
A Report to the People 
"POR THREE DAYS in late October, the members of 
-1- the Board for Missions shared with the congregations 
at Thomas and Leedey, Oklahoma. Time was given to 
fellowship, business sessions, and worship experiences. 
The contact with the church by the Board was so profitable 
that it is being planned again. In consultation with Bishop 
David Climenhaga, the Board is projecting a December 
1974 meeting in a Brethren in Christ church community in 
the Central Conference. 
A number of significant actions were taken by the Board 
during the October meeting. Following are capsule reports 
on several of these items. 
URBAN MINISTRIES 
At its 1972 General Conference meeting, the Board for 
Missions authorized a study of Urban Ministries, looking 
deeply into the present-day milieu into which the church 
must go if it is to remain faithful to Christ's commission. 
A committee of seven Brethren in Christ and five black 
evangelicals guided the research of two men, one white and 
one black, over an 8-month period. Included in this study 
was evaluation of what the church has done in urban 
ministries during the twentieth century. 
Five proposals came from the Urban Study Committee, 
with comprehensive briefings for board members during 
Missions Objectives 
ADOPTED IN OKLAHOMA 
The Brethren in Christ see their mission in the world to 
be that of complete obedience to the will of God as they 
discover it. There is a new awareness that while the 
revelation of God is complete in Christ, and His work is 
accomplished in the world through His Church, yet His 
guidance is always active through contemporary movings 
of people through the Holy Spirit. 
Therefore, to articulate objectives at the present time is 
to attempt an interpretation of what the Spirit is saying 
to us regarding the mission thrust of the church in the 
days immediately ahead. Each objective should be clearly 
in harmony with principles given to us in the Scriptures. 
A. The Board for Missions sees its task as one of 
bringing the gospel of Christ to people through a 
church-planting ministry, in places to which the 
Spirit leads us. (I Cor. 3:5-12). 
B. We see the growth and maturity of churches 
dependent upon a mutuality of sharing gifts, both 
spiritual and physical. For this to bring life and 
health to the churches, giving and receiving must be 
the normal experience of all Brethren in Christ 
congregations. Regardless of age, affluence, heredi-
ty or address, a Brethren in Christ believer needs 
the stimulus of both of these expressions of Chris-
tian love. ((II Cor. 8:1-15). 
C. We see ho alternative but to express our faith in 
Christ by living and walking among men as Jesus 
did, with the reconciling word and deeds of love. 
This servant stance is expressed to the believing 
brother and also to the unbelieving neighbor. 
(Matt. 25:31-46; Luke 10:25-37; Mark 10:42-45). 
In light of the above principles (which are not ex-
haustive), we project a number of specific objectives for 
the years ahead. From our present perspective, we see 
them as having validity for at least the next five to seven 
years, always aware that the Holy Spirit can lead us to 
new insights and adjustments as we remain open to His 
leadership. 
Emergence of Churches. We will submit to the Holy 
Spirit's guidance as we seek progressive steps in making 
room for and encouraging the emergence of young, self-
propagating churches. 
People and Money Resource. We will share our 
resources — missionary personnel, supportive technical 
persons, and liberality — as long as these contributions 
can be of real help to our brothers and sisters. 
Urban Ministries. We will not avoid accepting the 
Spirit's call to Samaria. This inevitably will bring a 
renewed emphasis to what was once known as home 
missions. Gifts unique to the Brethren in Christ will be 
offered to Christ in rapidly urbanizing America. 
New Fields. We will be looking to the regions beyond 
our present fields of witness for new opportunities. Our 
emphasis on the supportive role of brother-to-brother 
makes growth at the perimeter of our brotherhood seem 
preferable to establishing isolated beachheads in widely-
scattered places. 
Recruitment. We will recruit persons to serve in 
accordance with the needs, recognizing that every phase 
in the growth of the church represents a highly 
specialized task. We believe that no talent of the home 
church may be withheld from the young churches. 
Church Extension. The Board will continue to fulfill its 
assigned task of coordinating the brotherhood's 
assistance to mission and extension church congregations 
as needed. 
Role in Society. We will encourage and assist our 
people in bearing testimony to Christ's redemptive love. 
The nature and obligations of the Kingdom of God will 
be taught and demonstrated. National identities will be 
recognized as legitimate, but may never supplant our first 
allegiance to the lordship of Christ. 
Compassionate Ministries. We will seek to be in-
creasingly aware of areas of need within and without the 
brotherhood which demand a Christian response. As 
such concerns are identified, we will bring them to the 
attention of General Conference. In some cases, the 
church's response may be organized from our local 
congregations; in others, the Board may be assigned the 
task of coordinating a brotherhood ministry to a given 
need. 
Proclaiming the Gospel. Wherever the Brethren in 
Christ go, they share the Gospel message as they know it. 
Our goal will always be to enlist new disciples in every 
place who will share their faith in their own cultural 
context. Under the Spirit's anointing we look to a 
growing worldwide fellowship of great diversity who are 
brethren in Christ. 
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the months prior to the fall board sessions. From the 
Committee's work the Board gained new perspectives and 
made a number of important decisions: 
The Board approved in principle the creation of a 
Department of Urban Ministries, to be brought to the 
1974 General Conference. The plan can be implemented 
by a reorganization of present administrative assignments 
within the Missions Office staff. 
The Board decided that the time is right for the Brethren 
in Christ to join hands with several established black 
evangelicals who are leading viable programs in 
Philadelphia. We believe the Holy Spirit will use our black 
brethren to help equip us for effective ministry. 
To that end the Board gave initial approval for 
developing cooperative relationships with two black 
evangelical organizations in Philadelphia: Southside 
Center and Christian Stronghold Evangelical Church. 
Details are being worked out, and more information will 
appear soon in the Visitor. 
Several key points are foundational. First, there will be a 
biblical emphasis on the Gospel (that is, both evangelism 
and service). Secondly, the priority will be on enabling 
people, both black and white, to minister in the city, rather 
than emphasizing "bricks and mortar." Finally, it is hoped 
that the experience we gain in Philadelphia will be 
transferred progressively to the entire brotherhood, thus 
enhancing our ministries as faithful servants of Christ. 
Glen Pierce was named by the Board to the position of 
Secretary of Urban Ministries. 
FURLOUGH ALLOWANCE INCREASE 
The Board raised by 25% the quarterly furlough 
allowance for overseas missionaries, from $300 to $375 per 
person. In addition, the monthly rental subsidy was revised 
upward, with the subsidy for a single person doubled. For 
a family with 3 children or less, the increase was 56%, 
while the subsidy was increased by 50% for a family with 
more than 3 children. 
CLOSING DATE FOR 1973 CONTRIBUTIONS 
The Board set the "closing date" for accepting con-
tributions for the 1973 budget as January 15, 1974. The 
reason for this action is to accommodate the time lag 
which occurs in mailing year-end contributions to the 
Elizabethtown (Pa.) and Stevensville (Ontario) offices. The 
near-paralysis of the mail flow during the holiday season 
accentuates the problem for agencies whose budget year 
runs with the calendar year. 
ADVANCE IN INDIA 
Since 1904, Brethren in Christ missionaries have 
witnessed to their Christian faith in India. God has used 
these efforts to bring into being a growing and maturing 
body of believers. 
At the October meeting, final approval was given to 
plans which have been developing over several years. 
Effective in January 1974, all positions of administrative 
responsibility will be carried by national leaders of the 
Indian Church, with the organizational structures of the 
mission disappearing. The missionaries, however, will 
continue to serve in nonadministrative assignments, sup-
ported by the Board and serving under the Church. 
Furthermore, the Board will continue assistance in such 
programs as leadership training and evangelism. 
The current issue of therefore magazine is devoted 
entirely to developments in India. The articles discuss in 
1974 BUDGET 
A 1974 budget of $490,000 was adopted. This will be a 
7.64% increase over the 1973 budget, and was approved by 
General Conference in 1972. The proposed budget includes 
provision for financial support of the urban ministries 
mentioned elsewhere in the Report of the Board. 
detail the India advance and how it relates to the 
missionaries on the field. This special issue is being 
distributed throughout Brethren in Christ congregations. 
Sample copies are also available from: therefore, Box 149, 
Elizabethtown, Pa. 17022. (Editors note: See page ten.) 
BANGLADESH STUDY 
For more than a year the Board has been considering a 
proposal to share in the beginning of a mission witness in 
Bangladesh (formerly East Pakistan). The new ministry 
would follow up the relief work done by the Mennonite 
Central Committee in the region after the civil war there. 
Early discussions were held at Curitiba, Brazil, in 1972, 
and with various Mennonite missions leaders. 
A pilot project is being proposed to test receptivity. 
Sponsorship for the mission venture would come from the 
Asia Mennonite Conference, composed of Mennonite and 
Brethren in Christ churches in Japan, India and Indonesia. 
Board members discussed ways in which the Board in 
America could be related to the project, while at the same 
time enhancing the initiative and independence of the 
Asian churches in this missions thrust. Research will 
continue in consultation with the Brethren in Christ 
churches in India and Japan. 
NAVAJO MISSION 
By recommendation of the Navajo Board of Directors, 
the Board for Missions approved a new emphasis in the 
medical ministries of the Navajo Mission which began in 
1950. In August 1973 the hospital had to close for a second 
time in three years. This became necessary because of New 
Mexico state law which prohibits the operation of an 
inpatient hospital facility without a resident physician. 
A study of the changing needs of the community, so long 
isolated from government and private medical services, 
has been conducted by the Board of Directors and the 
mission satfT since 1968. Increased mobility of the Navajos 
and developments of various types of medical services to 
the residents of the "checkerboard area" in recent years 
were noted. The Medical Committee of the Board for 
Missions was consulted. 
In view of present-day needs, the Board approved the 
change of the name, "Navajo Hospital," to "Navajo 
Community Health Center." It also confirmed the ap-
pointment of Dr. Morris Book to serve in this new 
program beginning in 1974. 
Aggressive plans are being made to provide outpatient 
services and to develop community health services. Possi-
ble new programs to meet current and future needs of the 
community will be explored. The program will make it 
possible to capitalize on the services of professionally 
trained nurse practitioners. 
MISSION AND EXTENSION CHURCHES 
The first extension church under the Board for Missions 
to graduate to the ranks of full conference status will be 
the Paramount congregation (Hagerstown, Md.) Pastored 
by J. Ralph Wenger, the growing congregation will be 
transferred by the Board to the new status February 28, 
to page ten 
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A tradition is developing here of visiting the 
home villages of patients we contacted through 
the year. The hospital staff spends several 
evenings preparing boxes of food and on the 
afternoon before Christmas we tour the villages 
singing carols. Then we return to the hospital for 




rPHE LIVING ROOM is a beehive of activity. Brightly-
dressed young girls (hospital staff members) working in 
groups of two or three are decorating boxes with used 
wrapping paper and ribbons, bits of colored paper and lots 
of imagination. 
"Wonder where we'll go caroling this year," one of 
them muses. "Do you remember the look on the face of 
the oldest girl in the Sibanda village when we gave her the 
box of food last year? Looked like they didn't have too 
much food in the village." 
"Yes, things were pretty rough since their mother died. 
Those girls were too young to take care of a village." 
"I thought the most exciting thing was going to Ma 
Yoyo's village. Remember how it was so dark when we 
arrived that Mpofu had to get out and walk, and we 
followed him in the Kombie to find the village? Ma Moyo 
was so excited, she just ran here and there." 
"Wonder where her husband was? The village sure 
needed repair and the children had very few clothes." 
"Didn't you know? He had been here at the hospital and 
then went home. When Mpofu went to visit him, he had 
gone blind and was in a special hospital." 
"Oh, I see. Weren't the children cute — so excited about 
the candy and the cookies." 
"I thought it was exciting to see Naka Richard walk out 
of her house. I had to work the Sunday afternoon when 
Marilyn Ebersole is on furlough from Rhodesia where she served as 
laboratory technician at the Mtshabezi Hospital. 
Ladies of the hospital staff preparing treats for Christmas boxes. 
they brought her in to the hospital and I thought she was 
dead then. Those children were happy to have their mother 
home for Christmas." 
"Yes, she's really improving. I saw her yesterday. She 
was here visiting her cousin who just had a baby." 
"Decorate the sugar cookies. And then we'll make the 
popcorn balls. By the time we get the rice, tinned meat, 
oranges, and the bread, and the sugar, tea, milk and 
cookies and candy in, the box will be overflowing. It's fun 
to go Christmas caroling. I sure wonder if the villages we 
visit this year will be as surprised and excited as last year's. 
Well, in two days it will be Christmas Eve . . . and then 
we'll know." 
REPORT 
from page nine 
1974. A good stewardship program for both capital and 
operational expenses has done much to make the step 
possible. 
There is life and interest in the congregation at Jemison 
Valley (Little Marsh, Pa.) Only $19,000 debt remains on 
their new church project. The Board authorized the 
transfer of Jemison Valley from mission church to full 
conference status in May 1974. Rev. Samuel Oldham is 
pastor. 
The Extension Board of the Midwest Conference 
presented its plans for a fresh approach at the Oak Park 
(Des Moines, la.) church, whereby they hope to achieve an 
increased outreach and ministry. Part of this involves the 
fulltime services of a pastor. The Board for Missions 
approved the Conference's request to transfer the Oak 
Park congregation from regional conference status to that 
of an extension church. This will enable the Board to 
provide specific resources to the congregation over a 
limited amount of time. 
thorjgfSES* 
Commit Thou 
To Faithful M e n -
Sample copies of this issue of therefore are available in 
your local congregation or from Board for Missions, Box 
149, Elizabethtown, Pa. 17022. 
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Jacob Engle Foundation Established 
r p H E DECISION of the General 
Conference of 1972 to establish an 
entity to receive, manage, and dis-
tribute deferred gifts and to invest 
funds available to the denomination 
has materialized. 
The Jacob Engle Foundation, 
named in honor of the one who is 
recognized as the founder of the 
Brethren in Christ Church, has been 
incorporated as a not-for-profit cor-
poration in the State of Indiana. It is 
also recognized as a public foundation 
by the Internal Revenue Service. 
Deferred giving has become a 
significant means of expressing 
stewardship concerns. This type of 
giving makes possible the combining 
of a lifetime income, significant tax 
benefits, and charitable concerns. 
Although a number of the agencies 
and institutions of the denomination 
have been receiving deferred gifts, 
such as annuities, many of the agen-
cies, and in deed the denomination 
itself, have had no means whereby 
such gifts could be effectively received 
and managed. 
The Jacob Engle Foundation now 
provides such an entity. Its services 
are available to agencies (Boards and 
Commissions); institutions (schools, 
camps, retirement homes, mission in-
st i tut ions); congregat ions, and 
members of the Brethren in Christ 
Church. The desire of the donor and 
the interest of the recipient are 
scrupulously honored. Investments are 
made with competence and with 
Christian concern. Records are 
carefully maintained and benefits to 
donors regularly paid. 
The administrative costs of the 
Foundation are presently being un-
derwritten by the Board of Ad-
ministration. The Board of Directors 
NEW FOUNDATION NOW IN OPERATION 
The Jacob Engle Foundation has been organized by the 
Commission on Stewardship and Finance and approved by the 
General Conference to manage (receive, hold, invest and 
distribute) monies and other assets in behalf of the Brethren 
in Christ Church, its institutions, agencies, congregations 
and members. 
In other words, a person can now give a gift, annuity, 
trust or unitrust to any institution, agency or his own local 
congregation. He can do this by contacting the Executive 
Director of Stewardship, Rev. Alvin Burkholder, and placing 
the gift with the Foundation who will be responsible to 
manage and distribute the gift. 
We are happy to announce the management is under the 
direction of seven (7) very capable brethren. They have 
been selected for their ability to function successfully in 
financial matters. A detailed brochure will soon be released. 
We encourage all members, institutions or agencies to 
make use of this foundation. 
General Conference Moderator 
&* qct-y ^^i 
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Comm s on on Stewardship 
& Finance Secretary 
of the Foundation are responsible to 
the Board of Administration and thus 
to the denomination. 
The foundation was created and 
exists to serve the church in all its 
interests and at all of its ad-
ministrative levels. The Foundation 
has no interest in influencing the 
designation of gifts within the 
Brethren in Christ Church but rather 
is concerned with the faithful handling 
of such funds and to assure the fulfill-
ment of both the obligation to the 
donor and the intent of his gift. 
As the foundation grows it will be 
possible to obtain professional finan-
cial counsel not available to a con-
gregation or a board and thus more 
profitably invest funds available. 
Growth of the Foundation will make 
possible investment opportunities not 
available to the individual or the 
organization with smaller amounts 
available. 
The Bible warns about the peril of 
placing one's trust in riches and the 
danger of the love of money. But the 
biblical solution is not vows of poverty 
but rather the call to stewardship. The 
Jacob Engle Foundation, working 
closely with the Commission on 
Stewardship and Finance and the 
Director of Stewardship, exists to 
assist the Brethren in Christ church — 
its members and its institutions — to 
be faithful stewards of the material 
gifts God has entrusted to the church 
and to its members. 
JACOB ENGLE FOUNDATION 
Board of Directors 
Dwight E. Bert, Chairman 
Upland, California 
Mark S. Hess, Assistant Chairman 
Hershey, Pennsylvania 










Alvin C. Burkholder, 
Director of Stewardship 
548 N. Second Avenue 
Upland, California 91786 
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Palmyra Congregation Holds Family Day 
John H. Engle 
A MONG the announcements in the church bulletin for 
•**• Sunday, October 21, 1973 was the following: 
OCTOBER 28 — FAMILY DAY 
with Rev. Don Augsburger. After the morning service all 
families are invited to join in an afternoon of fellowship at Camp 
Hebron. The noon meal will be served at Camp Hebron by the 
Camp Staff. 
Activities for all are planned for the afternoon — Nature Hike 
— Bird-watchers' Hike — Baseball — Volleyball. There will be 
an early evening message and time for discussion. All are urged 
to dress informally to make it possible to enter into the afternoon 
activities. 
During the afternoon Rev. Augsburger will be available for 
personal counselling. If you desire such an opportunity, contact 
Connie Oberholser so time might be scheduled. 
After several weeks of preliminary planning, the day 
had finally arrived. Was it going to rain, snow, chill, or 
blow? That is always the question when outdoor activities 
are planned, and especially so when the planning is done 
for so late in the fall. As it turned out the weather-man 
cooperated beautifully. 
After the morning service about one hundred thirty 
members of the church family pooled together in the 
minimum number of cars advisable and with anticipation 
rode off on a forty-five mile jaunt to Camp Hebron — 
whole families: mothers, fathers, youth, toddlers, babies, 
grandmas, grandpas and even the greats. 
Camp Hebron is beautifully located on the north slope 
of Peter's Mountain, one of the main ridges of mountains 
diagonally transecting southeastern Pennsylvania. This 
camp is efficiently adapted for year round activities, 
especially for summer recreational activities, including 
boating, swimming, horseback riding, all types of ball 
games, not to forget the trails for hikers and bird watchers. 
The Sunday noon meal had been prepared by the camp 
staff, and so everything was ready for serving about the 
time all participants from the congregation arrived. One of 
the purposes of the whole project was to allow more time 
for visiting and togetherness so that the distaff side of the 
families was not tied down to meal preparation and all that 
goes with it. So immediately following the delicious meal 
the diversified interest groups organized — some for 
football; some for short hikes; some for the rugged hike to 
the top of Peter's Mountain to join the famed Appalachian 
Trail (and back, of course); others were contented to visit; 
others did baby sitting; some had games with and for the 
children. 
Of course, one of the main purposes of the family day 
was the spiritual refreshment and admonition provided.. 
Guest speaker for the day, including Sunday morning in 
the Sunday School and the worship service, was Dr. Don 
Augsburger from Harrisonburg, Virginia. Provision was 
made for individual counselling in the afternoon. As wrap-
up for the day Dr. Augsburger conducted a question and 
answer session which covered problems pertaining to 
husband-wife and parent-child relationships. Warm drinks 
were provided for late afternoon for those desiring the 
same. The group dispersed about 6:30 p.m. to carry home 
cherished impressions of the day which will serve as 
memories for years to come. 
This experience was the first of its kind for the Palmyra 
congregation. Each year the Commission on Home and 
Fellowship attempts to provide some type of emphasis on 
home and family relationships. For several years the 
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project "Family meet Family" has been maintained in 
which a family is encouraged to invite another family 
(preferably one which is new in the community, or families 
which are not well acquainted with each other). In addition 
to this, literature is made available on home-family-parent 
related topics. 
The local Commission on Home and Fellowship meets 
two or three times a year for the purpose of assessing 
congregational needs. Questions are asked such as: Do we 
have enough pulpit emphasis on problems pertaining to 
home and family? Are our members really acquainted with 
each other in non-worship relationships? Do we have too 
much social activity which over-balances the spiritual? 
Answers to these questions help us in laying out our 
program for the year. 
A Church in a Church 
CONTINUED FROM LAST ISSUE 
The mission theme for the third graders of the Grantham 
Sunday school had been focused on Indians (American). A 
tepee was constructed in their classroom. Headbands were 
made for each pupil. The project was "hush hush" with a 
guard standing at the door until the Sunday of Open 
House. 
ABOVE: The class in session with Esther Ebersole teaching and the tepee 
in the background. 
BELOW: Lois Wolgemuth fits a headband for one of the girls. Dale 
Wolgemuth gave leadership to the colorful hand projects. 
Youth 
Goals for Youth Groups-1974 
Several youth groups were asked to write goals for 1974. 
The following groups responded. Follow their example and 
write goals for your own youth group. 
1. To promote harmony and unity. 
2. To make each member feel wanted, needed and 
accepted. 
3. To have wholesome activities which provide an oppor-
tunity for Christian fellowship. 
4. To learn about the Bible and its doctrines. 
5. To provide an opportunity for spiritual growth 
making Christ real in every life. 
6. To create spiritual encouragement as a result of 
activities. 
7. To see unsaved young people come to know Christ as 
their personal Savior. 
8. To train youth for church leadership. 
9. To become more actively involved in sharing our faith. 
10. To alleviate complacency and an attitude of non-
involvement. 
11. To make visitors feel welcome. 
12. To provide an atmosphere for spiritual and social 
growth. 
13. To stimulate our youth to participate in Christian 
service. 
Bv the Chambersburg Brethren in Christ Crusaders 
1. To involve new Sunday school enrollees in the Youth 
Fellowship. 
2. To develop closer relations between the blacks and 
whites in our group. 
3. To meet on a more regular schedule. 
4. To have more times of singing. 
5. To have more activities like bowling, roller-skating, 
and password. 
6. To be more involved with other youth groups in our 
area. 
7. To learn more about the Bible. 
8. To have fun together. 
Bv the Beilevue Park Brethren in Christ Youth 
The God of Active Love 
Phil Bender 
r\¥ THE many words which will be spoken about love 
^ t h i s Christmas season, I wonder how many will really 
unveil the distinctive nature of the Christian agape. In my 
thinking about the meaning of Christian love, and out of 
my own experience, I am able to distinguish two kinds of 
love — both practiced by Christians, but only one of which 
reveals the heart of God. 
The first kind I shall call "passive love" because it waits 
for a claim to be made upon it to come alive. This is the 
kind of love most common to us. Passive love responds 
when need comes to it, reaches out when it is sought by 
another, touches and heals when hurt grasps it. 
Passive love, therefore, is a good love, for it brings 
healing and peace. All that it lacks is the element which 
would make it authentically and distinctively Christian. 
That element I would describe as "initiative." Initiative 
forms the heart of the second kind of love, "active love." 
This love embodies all the virtues of its passive counter-
part, but surpasses it by being rooted in a dimension which 
passive love does not know. Unlike passive love, active 
love reaches out before the cry of the one in distress is 
uttered. Passive love opens its door at the knock of another 
but active love seeks out the person in need before he must 
knock. Active love initiates the re-creation and salvation 
of the afflicted before they ask for it. 
Because it lays itself as a servant before needy human 
beings, active love is expensive and vulnerable. It is a love 
The writer is teaching geography and history in a secondary school in 
Boga, Zaire. Boga is one of the most isolated communities in which MCC 
volunteers are working in Africa. 
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which risks misunderstanding and rejection and crucifix-
ion. But in its weakness lies its strength. By initiating the 
outreach of compassion, active love alone has the power to 
shatter the self-interest bondage which condemns persons 
to lives of mutual indifference, antagonism and fear. 
It is this God of active love whom we adore — the 
giving, reaching and seeking God who shines through the 
parables of the lost sheep, the great banquet and the 
prodigal son. This initiating God has stepped toward us 
through Jesus, offering mercy and forgiveness and com-
passion before we have had to ask and even as we turn 
from Him. 
It is by our efforts to love actively as well as passively 
that we most nearly incarnate that same Love whose 
coming into the world we remember once more this 
season. 
Youth Week— 1974 
JANUARY 27-FEBRUARY 3 
Theme: Becoming Through Following 
Theme Verses: Luke 9:23-25, "And he said to all, If 
anyone wants to come with me he must forget himself, 
take up his cross every day, and follow me. For 
whoever wants to save his own life will lose it; but 
whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. Will a 
man gain anything if he wins the whole world but is 
himself lost or defeated? Of course not!" (Today's 
English Version) 
For ideas for Youth Week see the Winter Quarter's 
Christian Education Challenge. 
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CHURCH NEWS 
from page two 
Ms. DeLores Tucker, Secretary of the Commonwealth, The 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, greets Miss Martha Long, 
Assistant Dean of Student Development, on the occasion of the 
dedication of East Residence, the new residence for women, 
October 14, 1973. With Ms. Tucker are Harold H. Engle, 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees (background) and Dr. D. Ray 
Hostetter, Messiah College president. 
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The Christian Light Bookstores opened their first shopping 
center outlet with the moving of the Waynesboro store to the 
Waynesboro Mall. 
The dedication of this new store was held on November 8 in 
connection with the opening of the store. 
Present for the Dedication-Grand Opening ceremonies were: 
Bobbi Ann Lesher and Dorothy Socks, sales personnel; Mrs. 
Richard Eberly; Richard Eberly, Manager; Mayor Robert 
Brown; Clair Hoffman, General Manager of the Christian Light 
Bookstores; Paul Hostetler, Secretary of the Publication Board 
of the Brethren in Christ Church; Joe Doyle, 1st Vice President 
of the Chamber of Commerce; Bill Weagley, President of the 
Chamber of Commerce; Rev. Virgil Books, Pastor of the 
Fairview Avenue Brethren in Christ Church; Bishop Henry 
Ginder, Bishop of the Allegheny Conference of the Brethren in 
Christ Church; and Thomas Painter, Mayor-elect. 
Kansas Senior Gives Recital 
Miss Janette Heise, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Austin Heise, Hiawatha, Kansas, 
presented her senior piano recital at 
Messiah College on November 8. She is 
the student of Merl Freeland of the college 
music faculty. 
Hiss Heise's parents were in the 
audience for the recital, which was held in 
the major music building on campus, now 
called S. R. Smith Music Hall in honor of 
the first president of the college. 
Plant Director Named 
Howard H. Walter recently assumed the 
role of Director of the Physical Plant at 
Messiah College. He was previously 
employed for many years by Sealtest 
Corporation in sales promotion, construc-
tion and maintenance supervision. 
In announcing the new appointment, 
President D. Ray Hostetter paid particular 
tribute to Ray Fohringer, who has served 
faithfully in this capacity for several years 
and who continues on the college 
maintenance staff. 
MISSIONS 
Howard and Jeanette Zacharias arrived 
in Zambia Nov. 26. Dr. Zacharias is the 
second physician at Macha Hospital, 
working with Dr. Kromhout. 
Walter and Evalyn Long arrived in 
Zambia Dec. 16. He will be Financial 
Secretary in Zambia, while she will be 
Sister Tutor at the Macha Nursing School. 
Ruth Hock a r r ived home from 
Mtshabezi Mission Dec. 8 for furlough. 
Also arriving home in December from 
Africa are the Graybill Brubaker family, 
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the Robert Mann family, and Naomi 
Hykes (VS). Arrival dates are not 
available at press time. 
Glen and Wanda Heise left December 24 
for language school in Costa Rica, 
preparatory to their beginning VS 
assignments in Nicaragua. They will be 
joined Dec. 29 by Chuck and Cara Musser 
and Charity, who will be taking more 
language work before beginning their sec-
ond missionary term in Nicaragua. 
MCC 
Ministry to Prisoners 
Harry Nigh has begun a two-year term 
of service with MCC in Toronto. He is 
serving as co-ordinator of a local Man to 
Man (M-2) program which ministers to 
prisoners. "MCC has provided me with an 
opportunity to quite literally realize Jesus' 
words, 'in as much as ye have done it unto 
one of the least of these . . . ye have done it 
unto me,' as it applies to visiting the prison 
inmate," said Harry. Harry received a 
B.A. in English from Brock University, St. 
Catharines, Ont. He is the son of Ross and 
Roxena Nigh, Stevensville, Ont., and a 
member of the Falls View Brethren in 
Christ Church, Niagara Falls, Ont. 
CONFERENCES 
Allegheny 
On Nov. 18, Olin Harris, a black radio 
announcer was guest speaker at the 
Grantham church and with a 40 voice 
choir, "The New Voices of Harrisburg," 
led the congregation in worship. The 
pastor is Dr. Robert B. Ives. 
The Hanover congregation received six 
persons into church membership on Sun-
day, Nov. 4. Rev. Kenneth Reid is the 
pastor. 
Mr. and Mrs. James Frank were recent-
ly honored at a buffet dinner party on their 
36th wedding anniversary. The Franks 
have been members of the Mechanicsburg 




Frank have two daughters: Mrs. Ronald 
Ketner and Miss Irene Frank. 
The Mt. Rock congregation held a fund 
drive for the building of a new church on 
Nov. 12-19. The services were directed by 
Stewardship Director, Rev. Alvin C. 
Burkholder. Rev. Avery Musser is the 
pastor. The congregation gave Rev. and 
Mrs. Musser a surprise food shower prior 
to Thanksgiving Day. 
Atlantic 
Rev. Byron Powery, representing the 
New York Bible Society, was guest 
speaker at the Fellowship Chapel on Sun-
day, Nov. 18, for National Bible Sunday. 
A copy of the New International version of 
the New Testament was presented to the 
pastor, Rev. Alvin J. Book. 
The ladies of the Free Grace congrega-
tion held a Women's Fellowship on Sat., 
Nov. 10. Erma Maust of Harrisburg was 
the guest speaker. Rev. John A. Fries, Jr. 
is the pastor. 
Canadian 
The Bertie congregation recently held a 
baptismal service when eleven persons 
were baptized. A male chorus of older 
brethren brought special music. The 
fellowship service was led by Claude 
Winger. Erma Carver and Harold Minor 
also participated in the service, as well as 
the pastor, Rev. Wilbur Benner. 
The Bridlewood congregation observed 
its 10th anniversary on Sunday, Nov. 25. 
Rev. Paul Hostetler, pastor when the 
church was built, brought the message. A 
fellowship dinner was held in the social hall 
following the morning worship service. 
Rev. Elwood Flewelling is the pastor. 
Central 
The Christian Union congregation heard 
Miss Luella Burley on Sunday morning, 
Nov. 25. Miss Burley served as a mis-
sionary in India for 34 years. She now 
plans to work with Child Evangelism 
Fellowship. The pastor is Rev. H. Melvin 
Boose. 
On Sunday evening, Nov. 11, Pastor 
Louis Cober shared with the Highland 
congregation some of the highlights of his 
experiences in the Billy Graham School of 
Evangelism. Rev. Cober attended these 
meetings in St. Louis, Mo. on Nov. 5-9. 
Midwest 
The Abilene congregation held a 
Seminar for Church Board members and 
wives on Monday evening, Dec. 3. Bishop 
Don Shafer was present and spoke on the 
subject, "Marriage and Divorce and the 
Ministry of the Church." The evening 
began with a potluck dinner. The pastor is 
Rev. W. Edward Rickman. 
Pacific 
Rev. Harry Wagaman celebrated his 
100th birthday on Nov. 19. Brother 
Wagaman and his wife, Delia, have been 
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members of the Upland congregation since 
1938. Rev. Wagaman was ordained in 
1905 and became a pastor in 1910. He 
served in Buffalo, N. Y.; San Francisco; 
and Tulare, Calif. In 1920, he was or-
dained bishop and served till 1947. He 
married Edna Plum in 1896 and they had 
two children. His wife died in 1948. In 
1952 he married her sister, Delia. 
Births 
Bert: Kendric Allen, born Nov. 7 to Mr. 
and Mrs. John Bert, Jr., South Mountain 
Chapel, Pa. (Editors note: This birth had 
been listed in a previous issue incorrectly 
giving another congregation as the home 
congregation). 
Bontrager: Sherry Lynn, born Nov. 13 
to Rev. and Mrs. Devon Bontrager, Bethel 
(Cassopolis) congregation, Mich. 
Cober: Tracy Jeanette, born Oct. 3 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Cober, Fordwich 
congregation, Ont. 
Cober: Bryan David, born Oct. 1 to Mr. 
and Mrs. David Cober, Stayner congrega-
tion, Ont. 
Frey: Chad Wesley, born Nov. 17 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Frey, Manor con-
gregation, Pa. 
Hess: Gregory James, born to Mr. and 
Mrs. James Hess, Navajo Mission New 
Mexico. 
Hilsher: Janel Marlene, born Oct. 21 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Marlin Hilsher, Conoy 
congregation, Pa. 
Jung: Daniel, born Aug. 23 to Mr. and 
Mrs. Lee Jung, Fellowship Chapel, New 
York. 
Meyer: Curtis Edward, born Dec. 12 to 
Dr. and Mrs. G. E. Meyer, Nappanee 
congregation. 
Mylin: Michael Thomas, born Nov. 10 
to Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Mylin, Lancaster 
congregation, Pa. 
Peckman: Daniel Evan, born Nov. 16 to 
Mr. and Mrs . Gera ld P e c k m a n , 
Chambersburg congregation, Pa. 
Ross: Brandon Neil, born Oct. 24 to Mr. 
and Mrs. Jan Ross, Chambersburg con-
gregation, Pa. 
Shaker: Kori Rebecca, born Nov. 19 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Shaker, Grantham 
congregation, Pa. 
Shertzer: Mark Edward, born Nov. 2 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Wilmer Shertzer, Pequea 
congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Charles-Baer: Sandra, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Samuel Baer, Lancaster, Pa., 
and Richard, son of Mr. and Mrs. Melvin 
Charles, Washington Boro, Pa., Oct. 13 in 
the Lancaster Church with Rev. Eber B. 
Dourte officiating. 
Cubitt-Hart: Janice, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Hart, Collingwood, Ont., and 
Arleigh, son of Mr. and Mrs. Gerald 
Cubitt, Stayner, Ont., Nov. 2 with Rev. 
Dale Shaw officiating. 
Cubitt-Young: Janet, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Bill Young, Barrie, Ont., and 
Eldon, son of Mr. and Mrs. Earl Cubitt, 
Stayner, Ont., Nov. 3 with Rev. George 
Sheffer officiating. 
Gonzalez-Pifer: Juanita Joy, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Pifer, R. D., 
Spring Grove, Pa., and Jose Antonio, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Francisco Gonzalez, 
Hanover, Pa., Sept. 22 in the Hanover 
Church with Rev. Kenneth R. W. Reid 
officiating. 
Hess-Richardson: Kaye Richardson and 
Richard Hess, Sept. 15 in the home of the 
groom with Rev. Keith Ulery officiating, 
Pequea congregation, Pa. 
Meier-Egolf: Bonnie L. Egolf and 
Joseph E. Meier, Jr., Nov. 24 in the New 
Guilford Church. 
Mummart-Hartman: Marilyn, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Ray Hartman, and 
Jeffery, son of Mr. and Mrs. Oren Mum-
mart, both of Greencastle, Pa., Nov. 3 in 
the Hollowell Church with Rev. P. W. 
McBeth and Rev. Kenneth Engle 
officiating. 
Murray-Brackbill: Janet Brackbill and 
Rodney Murray, Nov. 3 in the Pequea 
Church with Rev. Keith Ulery officiating. 
Sanders-Culp: Linda Culp and Joseph 
Sanders, Nov. 10 in the Chambersburg 
United Methodist Church. 
Shehan-Lewis: Jayne Elizabeth, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Clyde W. Lewis, 
and Orville Shehan, Jr., Nov. 24 in the 
Martinsburg Church with Rev. Robert 
Keller, Sr., officiating. 
Obituaries 
Freed: Lloyd F. Freed, born Nov. 3, 
1913, died Oct. 23, 1973. He was the son of 
Allen L. and Katie Freed Freed. He is 
survived by three sons: Jerry, Allen, and 
Galen; and two daughters: Coleen and 
Lisa. The funeral was held in the Souder-
ton Church with Rev. John A. Byers 
officiating. Interment was in the Silverdale 
Cemetery. 
Hess: Roy N. Hess, Sr., born July 22, 
1902, died Sept. 4, 1973 at the Messiah 
Home, Harrisburg, Pa. He is survived by 
his wife; two sons; and one daughter. He 
was a member of the Pequea Brethren in 
Christ Church. The funeral was held in the 
Pequea Church with Rev. Henry N. 
Hostetter officiating. Interment was in the 
Pequea Cemetery. 
Wingert: Israel S. Wingert, born Sept. 
30, 1884, died Nov. 16, 1973. He was the 
son of Solomon D. and Mary C. 
Sollenberger Wingert. He was married to 
Fannie Frey who preceded him in death in 
Sept., 1958. He is survived by one son, 
Merle L.; two daughters: Mrs. Monroe M. 
(Mary) Byers and Mrs. Charlie B. (Ruth) 
Byers; ten grandchildren; and 17 great-
grandchildren. He was a member of the 
Chambersburg Brethren in Christ Church. 
The funeral was held in the Air Hill 
Church with Rev. Charles W. Rife and 
Rev. Harvey B. Musser officiating. Inter-
ment was in the Air Hill Cemetery. 
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A New Years Meditation 
Norman A. Wingert 
T H E APOSTLE PAUL said, "This one thing I do." 
1 We — most of us — say, "These many things we 
do!" 
The world is full of interesting things these days. There 
are so many things to do, so many places to go. There are 
so many ambitions to attain; so many books to read; so 
many clubs to join; so many programs on the radio; so 
much information on TV; so many people to meet; so 
many sermons to hear; so many things to eat; so much 
money to be made; so many instruments to play; so much 
good to do and so many friends to visit! 
Billboards, newspapers, radio and television scream at 
us with a multitude of voices, "Do this," "Go there," "See 
what I have!" "Don't miss it!" "you will be sorry . . ." 
Science beckons us into romantic futures; the art world 
intrigues us by its siren songs; low desire says, "Drink 
deeply of life's pleasures;" and to the intellectual there 
stretch ahead vista upon vista of speculative thought. Life 
is rich, full, entrancing and alluring. Those in whom the 
fires burn want to hear all, know all, taste all. 
We must have a broad education, we must have culture, 
we must entertain to the standards of Amy Vanderbilt, be 
a connoisseur of "objects d'art" and of music, specialists, 
not in one field, but in many of the sciences and trades and 
ride with the computer into tomorrow! How we wish we 
had a thousand lives to pursue a thousand paths! Yes, 
many things we do! 
Saul, the pre-Paul, did this. Saul was tops in everything. 
None could match his pedigree in his day and one wonders 
The writer lives with his wife in Reedley, California, where he is presently 
working on a book written out of his experiences of Mennonite Central 
Committee ministries. The book will be published by Moody Press. 
if any could today. He was a Jew, he was Roman, he was a 
pupil of Gamaliel. He was a lawyer, rich, cultured, self-
assured, and proud. His zeal was that of a prancing horse. 
He stretched every nerve to achieve perfection. Well could 
his motto have been, "Excelsior!" He drank of life from 
many fountains. Saul was the near-ideal of the all-around 
cultured individual that we wish to become. 
But that was before Saul met Jesus. 
His meeting up with Jesus did something to Saul. It 
upset him. It changed him. It dazed him. It somersaulted 
him into a new perspective that was as revolutionary as 
looking into the big end of a telescope. His former dreams, 
achievements, heredity and righteousness dwindled into 
microscopic littleness; Jesus was filling his whole horizon. 
From a "many-thing" man, Saul became a "one-thing" 
man. 
The one thing gripped Paul, possessed him, filled and 
thrilled him. It transformed him. It became his "Magnifi-
cent Obsession" and from the nethermost depths of his 
soul he called out, "I count all things loss so that I might 
win Christ." 
The lesson for us is plain. Our loves and activities must 
revolve orbit-like around the Magnetic Center — Christ. 
"O may it all our powers engage to do the Master's will!" 
But seeing Jesus does not mean that the world becomes 
dull, or that we have no ambitions and activities. We have 
all learned that we cannot be everything or do everything. 
Our powers and our time are limited. So life must resolve 
itself into the constant practice of eliminating the bad for 
the good, the good for the better and the better for the 
best. We are cured of scattermania and smattermania. We 
do have a singleness of purpose. This one thing we do! 
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